A.D.CallowSurgery of the Carotid and Vertebral Arteries1996Williams and WilkinsBaltimore  by Bergeron, Patrice
252 Book Reviews 
elaborate as in some major textbooks, but quite 
satisfactory for a handbook meant for practical use in 
the clinical situation. The references are up to date and 
adequate in number. It would be hard to find a better 
practical handbook of phlebology for the price. 
Andries Kroese 
Oslo, Norway 
Surgery of the Carotid and Vertebral Arteries 
A. D. Callow, ed. 
Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1996. 
434 pages, price £135. 
This monograph as been produced by one of the 
most famous vascular surgeons, Allan D. Callow. 
It is a well bound book with clear printing and 
excellent pictoral reproductions organised into seven 
chapters: basic considerations, pathogenesis and 
mechanisms of cerebrovascular diseases, stroke, treat- 
ment options, carotid surgery, vertebral artery lesions 
and patient selection. All chapters are well written and 
referenced. 
Although a majority of the information contained 
within the book is already well known by the vascular 
surgical communit~ this book has the merit of 
synthesising this information into a very readable 
format. The strength of the book is that throughout all 
the chapters the reader is aware of the huge experience 
of the author. I particularly appreciate the chapters on 
medical management which are unusual in a surgical 
book. This aspect is of prime importance for vascular 
surgeons who are often responsible for the entire 
management of the patient. 
Operative techniques and their complications are 
well described. The authors results are mentioned and 
compared to other major series in this field. Recent 
developments in endovascular t eatment are covered 
in a short chapter including an up to date literature 
review. The reserve of Dr. Callow in advocating the 
endovascular pproach is sensible in view of the lack 
of any proven advantage for these techniques. 
This monograph is an ideal source of information 
for both vascular surgeons in training and those in 
established practice. I enjoyed reading this book 
which has established a place in my office. 
Patrice Bergeron 
Marseille, France 
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg Vo! 13, February 1997 
